Biddeford Campus
11 Hills Beach Road
Biddeford, ME 04005
(207) 283-0171 T
Portland Campus
716 Stevens Avenue
Portland, ME 04103

For immediate release: December 10, 2010
Contact:
Gregory W. Powell, Chairman, Harold Alfond Foundation, 207-828-7999 (office), 207-756-5951 (cell)
Jennifer Murray, Vice President, Communications, UNE, 207-602-2939 (office), 207-710-4932 (cell)
Susan Pierter, Associate Director, Communications, UNE, 207-221-4375 (office), 207-232-3394 (cell)

THE HAROLD ALFOND FOUNDATION COMMITS $10 MILLION TO THE UNIVERSITY
OF NEW ENGLAND; GIFT REPRESENTS LARGEST IN THE UNIVERSITY’S HISTORY
BIDDEFORD, Maine – The Harold Alfond Foundation has announced a commitment of $10 million to create an
approximately $20 million state-of-the-art Harold Alfond Athletics Complex on the University of New England
(UNE) campus in Biddeford combined with an investment in interprofessional health care workforce education.
The announcement was made this morning at UNE’s Harold Alfond Center for Health Sciences on the
Biddeford Campus.
The project will include a 105,000 square foot athletics complex featuring: an ice hockey rink with 900 seats; a
basketball court with 1,200 seats; classroom space; a fitness center; and multi-purpose indoor practice courts that
can also be used for performances and other events, with a combined seating capacity of 3,000. This will provide
the largest gathering space on both the Biddeford and Portland campuses. The complex will be located next to
UNE’s new synthetic blue turf field.
“Harold Alfond understood the positive relationship between athletics and academics, and was inspired by UNE’s
mission to educate Maine’s health care professionals,” said Greg Powell, Chairman of the Foundation’s Board of
Trustees. “We are delighted to support UNE during such an exciting period of growth for the University.”
UNE President Danielle N. Ripich, Ph.D., said: “We are extremely grateful to the Harold Alfond Foundation
for this transformational gift – the largest in the history of the University of New England. State-of-the-art
educational and athletic facilities are fundamental resources that enhance the mental and physical well-being of
our students. UNE’s reputation, the institution’s overall competitiveness, and our ability to recruit and retain
academically engaged students will be forever changed by this very generous gift.”
In true Harold Alfond fashion, the $10 million commitment includes a challenge grant. When UNE has
successfully matched the $7 million Alfond gift with other donations in support of its mission, the Foundation
will gift an additional $3 million to UNE for the purpose of interprofessional health workforce education.
“UNE is unique in that it offers a broad range of health and health-related clinical disciplines and is able to engage
practitioners, scholars and researchers across health professions to educate a future work force in Maine,” said UNE
President Ripich. “The Alfond Foundation’s $3 million gift will enable us to prepare health professionals who can
deliver integrated care in the 21st century and work towards establishing collaborative clinical practice sites.”

About the Harold Alfond Foundation
Founded in 1950, the Harold Alfond Foundation furthers the philanthropic legacy of Harold Alfond, the founder
of Dexter Shoe Company and a longtime supporter of Maine communities in which he and his family worked and
resided. Harold Alfond awarded matching challenge grants to organizations to foster collaboration and to inspire
and leverage additional giving by others. He ensured that his philanthropy would live on by committing nearly all
of his wealth to the Foundation, which continues to support charitable causes in the State of Maine.
Consistent with Harold Alfond’s own giving pattern and philanthropic principles, the Foundation favors education,
health care, youth development and other selected charitable causes. The Foundation honors Harold Alfond’s
business approach to funding decisions, his belief in teamwork, and his love of competition by continuing to award
matching challenge grants to projects that meet a demonstrable need, are entrepreneurial, promote teamwork, have
measurable performance outcomes, are financially viable and have quality management and board leadership.
Major philanthropic investments have been made to:
• Construct athletic fields and facilities for public and private colleges and universities and private secondary
schools in the State of Maine, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Harold Alfond Hockey Rink, Alfond Outdoor Track and Harold Alfond Stadium at Colby College
Alfond Hockey Arena and Harold Alfond Sports Stadium at the University of Maine
Harold Alfond Student Recreation Center at St. Joseph’s College
Alfond Athletic Center at Thomas College
Alfond Athletic Center and Alfond Athletic Fields at Kents Hill School

• Establish the first in the nation Harold Alfond College Challenge program, which offers college scholarship
grants of $500 to every baby born in Maine;
• Build the Harold Alfond Center for Cancer Care, which consolidated MaineGeneral Medical Center’s
comprehensive cancer care programs in Central Maine into a single 59,000-square-foot facility, equipped with
the latest technology, and designed to offer multi-specialty treatment and care coordination;
• Establish and endow the Alfond Youth Center, the nation’s only combined Boys & Girls Club/YMCA;
• Construct the University of New England’s Center for Health Sciences, which houses Maine’s only state-based
medical school; and,
• Create a Children’s Garden at the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens.

About the University of New England
Named one of the best regional universities in America by U.S. News & World Report, UNE is a leader in health
sciences education, biomedical research and the liberal arts. It offers student-centered, interdisciplinary programs in
the College of Osteopathic Medicine, the Westbrook College of Health Professions, the College of Arts and
Sciences, the College of Pharmacy, and the College of Graduate Studies. For more information, visit www.une.edu.
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